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to Death! 


TELLTAL!:. m':R" on the \\'in Jow 

I sill gav!: lh ::- clue. to whJt 
had happen ed, Ellen bad been 
sOloking a cigarene as she pu ( he r 
lhrc:e~vcar-()Id dtlughler to bcd. Be
fore r~ckill~ the ~hild in !\he bJ!' 
anced Ih,_ ci,£rlfttlC:" on th t· windon 
sill. Thrn she" tn\ do\\'nsi.;;irs. Somt· 
thin,!:;. p':rh:1ps :'l ~~~q o!' \\·jnc1 th:-ough 
Ih(' open \\'indo\\, lip.!"J ::d lh,: cic;'!' 
rtt: ~· 0:: into lht" G!.rd~I!Ja rd \~. 
h~. T! s <.: u~ no":"l:-' 2nd rdlul()~t 
nr;!ppL!1gt dId th e' rcst. The l1am:.:! 
le..1p:.:d [0 lr.:~ flmy cUri<!in s. tht 
n2n~ m:bJ ::: \\2!i{'Oa rd :-<no woodwo rk . 

Elicn fl1 shtd up to t; i:' roO.ll but 
2 wall of !'mokc ~il d :J?in(" hl:JI her 
10 I-,'.:'f knces. A ~ ~ht t: i{I?:·d lor I ht" 
crib. he r jun[:-" fi llt<.1 \\·jih !'nlo\.c dna 
a s ~a bbin:; )1;:10 . Fj~hl j :-! ~ lor brc.uh . 
she co!laF~cd on t~l::' noor , 
108 r"", / jj- i.~;~. m/~ , '.5"j, ror,''''t''.1 

The [!.TC.1!C;1 singh: cauS( of fire in 
die G'n"ted Stalcs Juday; Ih( ngarCllC 

pill,' /h, coreles! smoker 

Ellen and lH.::r ehild W('jC ·.. ic!i..::r....s 
of jUq on.LQ,f [h e rrioL(jh:; ,r,_~ 
f.!Irs set bst n:ar in l k L!,lJ~{:d 
S!:1,1<.:5,-b~C.iD:j ;:s.s ~mohr;t -~'\-~r
ic:'s gn:att:!lt single. lire c.:ll~:: :o..::Lay. 
L:Jq ,"prjnp. the ~t\\' Yor~ Fi.n:: 
:.i ~'~~!f :m t' nt r~ponc:d 1::~0l~~~ 
~m(ll:.e..r.s..ll!u-.e..r~~ ::'~'_ ;.S,
0 (10 of I ~S~024(j,9~{ ' r,T' ;>:'r,y 
~ -- - - - - - ,

dama ~r....d o.rte--l~'..JlOfi,~"Ci\' York 
Cir~" jn !..9~9~ ~o other 5!;;gle ~~ 
orT!~d .so much O;!m2~~, 

O!')\'j01lsh' it isn'l \'Ct\- b;-It:l: 10' 

1hrow d \\'(1 \: or lca\'C Jr~'I:-1G ~ i::1\' 

fio\\'in~ to'reb like ;1 Ci.£'M(,11C, Rc:'" 
nlc:mbc:r, Wfl.fnS an Ac:(n~ In)liiJ.:::l-:-e 

''''SI, f.,1 TI" }.'in::.", ,J,' """'1. Inc, 
: ; ; I .. U Sf" ,\ r .. , r o';, I;, ,\', r. 



...!_-l,•..II"I,..-~ri\,·!''''~·... .. j'lI \'C'/'-"'C"';'.".t \' tLatil t'fl".. ~ 	 ••\"l _ .. .. _ 

~~::;::x·r3tur:.: 01 th~ lighted end 
rar:gcs f~of1;-:Soo to I 2'00 degr~t~ 
F:;.!:n:nheit. Remember. too, that 
ro~r-.-p.urn~ at 450 de~es Fahren
hei ': \Y()()E~Qo.u L-t:;:5-degn:.::s. 
"~e"er smoke ill beeP" How often 

haH~ you heard tbat warning; Yet 
in recent years some 25(JO :\mericans 
ha,'C successfuliy crema ted them
seln"S. many burutng down the 
building with them. 

HosPitals, r~g houses and ho
~.. ~special ,,'Ictlms or thein· 
~ bOO smoker. George Zolac, salesman, 
~ back in his hotel room after a tough 

day on the road. props himself up in 
bed to read. As he dozes off. his 
cigarette falls on his dressing gown. 

'" 	 It flares up, ignites the sheets, the 
cotton matrress, Zolac is doomed 

-. 	 a human torch of screaming, scarlet 
flame. Another hotel holocaust be· 
gl.D.S. 

~fuhandling of cigarerres fOUl 

ye:m ago startcd the terrible hotel 
fires at the LaSalle in Chicago and 
the Canfield in Dubuque. The La· 
Salle £ire, which cost 61 Jives, first 
broke our in a cocktail lounge, but 
exi:3Lt'itive investigation afterwarJ 
di.s.::::o..'Cd thar the fire-setting agt:n~ 
mU5~ have' come rhrough a venri,;l' 
tion holt from the de\,;llor s;1ah, 
And only a cigarette could h:!\'t 

started th~ fif(~, 
; At [he Canfield, careless p::! ron, 

of~cft unextinguished cig,,;-~te 
butts at the tables. A waiife~;; col
lecred them into a cardboard 1f;lsh 
contai:-:cr and set it inside a cilJ~et. 
Shortly after midnight a CUc~O;-ller 

I!o;,iceci ;J c~;JdJing sound, Iih :1 

..rnOU't 6il:n~,"ln.;. :lnd 5rnt:U~·J sr;H.Jk~. 
Jnvesti~ating, he found tht: do:.tt 
wall In flames, The Canfield tr3geo .. , 
occurring only three days afte~ the 
LaSalle holocamt, took I G lives. 

YOll dOEl'r need big - pbces or 
crowds to produce the biggest trag' 
edie5, :\t tht curtain coumer of a 
small dep:u! men t store. a \voman 
buying UIe:ltClt:a1 gauze rests her 
ci!:,ucrre on the base of an in!!am
m~ble pbstic stand displaying a 
frilly curtain sample. In seconds the 
curtain coullter is a sheet of flame. 
Customers sramoede [or the doors, 
They are the r~volving type; they 
jam. The crowd becomes panic~ 
crazed; people trample one another 
and;;::! die, 

Detroit, '\finneapolis, New York. 
ChicJgo. Cincinnati ..among olhers. 
now forbid smoking in some retail 
stores. But most prohibiting ordi' 
n:JI1[e~ apply oIlly where 300 or more 
per,o:;s are ulldcr one roof. Harris· 
bu~g. Pa., oilers a shining exception: 
no smoking in any retail store with 
mort: :han five clerks. 

Too long ;\mt:ricans have believcd 
Ih:i: the flff: accidentally s~t is JUS! 
"tCY) b:d:" In man\' Europcan COll.O

;:n:::~the Der~who causes a fi7e- is 
co,:sid:::~dto-- h-,;~=-c.-~~~~te~ 
cri-;'~ acainst socict~i5Jc-for 
the·~doe2.!o thUfC2PCrt;' 
or-orh:f5.Thillheid to strict ac· 
cau? ·tne Eurolx::m IS more carefuL 
as jo: reflected i~ the fire records of 
his cities. Per capita fire los~e~ in 
Vienna prior to tbe war were eight 
cents. In Hamburg six cents. Bor· 
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U:·;JU;"'\ rt"to id !-l!un .1. 5= Ct'nt~. Li.... · 
j,' i !l ' ~ :!I...•• fh (OlltrJ<'!, ill til t !<o3n1e 
~ ~·ar!. ..150 ;\mCTlC;ln Cltic:!o \\ (; 1C 

r:::.rkJIIg llP .11) a\"l~r:J1-:{' p:: r Glpi l3 
fl rt· Jo<:!o of. 5.2.12 ! 

There is e.:ncoufagin& {'vidence, 
howcn:r. Ihltl our couns arc finally 
beginning to cr;!ck down all cardess
smok ing criminah. A Brooklyn jud::;c 
nOI long "£0 fined 73 men and 66 
women in Ont: day for viola ti ng no ' 
5mo!:ing in slructions in crowded 
"orcs, .'\nOl her judge slarped hca \'y 
finc, on 51 \\'orkers \\'ho had smoked 
in faclOn· bu.ililiot!s ~!=2ins l mun ici 
pal In c- regula tions. And recentl y 
~o :nt \\" es t C03S t !O!1~Sh01C~men 
lighted cif.a r("t1c~ on a shi p henhed 
;It Lm .;\n~c1es. with ,660 (a ... cs of 
ch 'na mitc ahoard . Each COl I So 
d;,'s, • 

in ~1i.!wa ukce even' hotel room 
•. now displays a new la\~': Smoke and 
-Jc,",e a fi re, and ),ou \\'ill uc fin ed or 

imprisoned whether you c3u!!.cd it 
",,-ilifulil' or wantonly or nol."

J Rhude Island prosecule, ;ng 
a Ctt2.fC I It OUt t rom a car. I n Cali· 

f fon;ia it"s a crime _t2-pj,~ce a live 
J ci[arerre. cig!tLi5f pipe when: it 

r.1ifh t ~cithtr dire·cd:· or ind io 
ll.'et h·'· C;Ill S~ 2fir(:' ..A.lJd D ::: troil ha~ 

J cClO\'"iCled ,0 in four month , for 
nlOl:in!.!·st~rttd hJa7t~ In hOlds. 

\\'b-l7 cam:::s a CiZ<if!'ttt" to £(l on 
b!Hll i n~ afte r it ic t ~s~~·d ~\\a\"? The 
Ca;iror~ja Fire.: \tarsh•.tl·~ l ab~.ratof\" 
rec(.:ntly tested 55 b:-ard ~ of cig;· 
rClltS and found Ih", the papor in 
each h:.d bt"cn l rt.·a ll-d with pH'c il'i ' 
la le chalk ; Ihis ml,);e, II", paper 
more porous. thu s I('ttin~ ill r.1Urt 

OX' ·1!(.·n llh..! Clt":l:j :-:~ ;:: l. :nd (If n J ! 
' I'd ' I I" ,1ur:J =:I : i \\" IIC!! )..to J'" til';. (l;·.... I ~ tl: 

hurni n$: 10 till: l" nd . 
TC!' I !o hv lht" }\":ui(lOal EllIau 0: 

St:ll1dards' showed then: rirJrC rlc: 
would ~c.:ldom SC I I1nylhin~ :-!LfIT C un · 
tillhey had lain "iii long tnou~h to '. 

burn an inch. Jf the butt of a (ita
rctle was t.i.P-J2td..- with c:nd:x..."'l;d.; 
curk or 2 fi ller 10 the lc: n~ dl of at· 
Ira ~ t an inc~ \\'a~ less than half a!. 
likely 10 SI:u:La lire, 

The burea u also di!'covtred that · 
co:lting the bUll end of a cipre lle 
with sodium !-i lic3 1t: ("waler glass") 
t Olall~ scaled the pores of the ;cpcr ; 
wllt:n cil<:can..lt:d th::al cifJrc tl('" wou ld 
not c(mttnUC lO burn . And th{· G ti 
forn ia f:rr- bborJwry pron"; tha L if 
~odJUm 'sj1ic~te bands of only one 
I:ighth inch \ .. cre applied 4: ir.tc:n·ah 
ziuide thc pap~r. the ci,f:J fCae \':ncn 
l::aid do\\'n wou ld soon go ml i . In 
Em::b nd. Switzerla nd and othe r 
cou~i1tJit"!' :ihroad people han : iv.."tn 
smoi~,!~ slow· burning c iptrc-t tts --=
and li!:liE. t:hcrrr-=-fcr. ....·\' C"2rs.-In :..be 
l.in itc:d S~atcs . howcver: the i"O~CCO 
indu<"1 n' i~ not vet read\" IU make 
it!' produc t kss o"f a firr h~17_.3fd. Tne 
f:1 \il' , ci.[;l r :" I1~:" burn. tnt" m();-~ arc 
m ::c. thL :- , i~ 1:tr tllt: sa lt:s. 

T~:' '::H'::!:~e-~ Ie compani:.s H~' n~H 
:::';';"Y ;;:1.li.H ihclr nro:i~c l ~ ' <::i:n
:J.~~I;~· [ ' ,L ro:cord . Philip \1 0:- :"!.I. ; ,0'.\· 

IlC:~ · ·i.)~ln ·r Sm,okt:: in fkd" :--:3:' 
;J'CI. in hotti room~. ;lnd L~.:l:\· 
S~ rib: hao.; ht"t.:n plugginf f;r~ p:"t"\ u~
liun on il l. big radiu show!!.. In Gil' 
.oa ~(}m:.: {I; ,he biggest co~:~?: :-;i::$ 

!lrim \\"~rn!·l ~o.; ;l~a i nst C:Htll'~~ '<.::'!::,;:. 
;n1-! ull lilt' l ::~ ~: f1~lp~of d lc ir r3=-~~.:~ 

http:c3u!!.cd


1;.. -:' SO YO[: WAXT TO Bl.-'R.V TO DE.1TH! /!I 

Here :m: 3. Few canons of gond 
T' '1' 

$!!;:~!--:1:1'; rH'::13\'lor: 

L 	Wb::. you smoke outdoors. brea!:'; 
yO!!: macen 10 (Wo before throwing 
it away; and always stamp ou[ or 
grind our your butts. 

2. 	~cver lay down a lighted cigarette,.! 
c.:l:ccpt in an ash tray that balances 
in or snuff~ out [he bUH. 

3. 	Don't smoke whuc ");0 Smokin'!"J 
si:;ns forbid. . 

-I. 	);c\'u thro\',; a cigaretle out of aJ 
wincow or O;Jt of an automobile. . 

5~ \\-bcn vou'~ in a clo:..<:t .. an ;Ittic or .../ 
a bJ.rn :..... dar:'t SI::1okc. , 

6. \\'hen smoking, m:ver go nC.lf !lam· 
mabIe Jj'-lulds. such as turpentine. ./ 

gasoline. 
7. [n bed  especially if alone - nt:z·cr· V 

smoi.:('. 

Those precautions may save you 
from a home burned down, :l death 
in the family. or from being yourself 
the victim in a horrible and exceu
cia ting end. 

. 


